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Savitri is a family Trust endowed by my parents in 2001. We are driven by the 

belief that every person has a right to good health. For over twenty years 

we’ve been funding programmes that improve the well-being of individuals 

and communities in India and the UK.  

We are unusual in that we also fundraise to increase our impact and to share 

the urgency of causes close to our hearts. Friends and family often give 

alongside us, or through us, as they know we have looked into the NGOs that 

we partner with, have done the due diligence and continue to monitor and 

evaluate their work as long as the partnerships continue.  

In 2018 we had a revelation as a family that although the work we were doing to fund curable 

blindness and palliative care in rural India is of great value, the moment had come to put more of our 

resources and energies into protecting the health of our environment. And - more pivotal for us – that 

the ‘environment’ shouldn’t be seen as a separate programme to community health. How can it be 

when the two are inextricably linked? We see this with communities we work alongside in India: 

extreme droughts affecting farmers in Chhattisgarh, serious flooding restricting travel between eye 

camps in Bihar, harmful pollution and toxic pesticides causing damage to the health of whole 

communities. We see the poorest, most rural communities being impacted the most by the 

degradation of our planet.  

Anything harming the environment also harms us. Our bodies absorb our environment. We believe 

the best thing we can do to support human health is to support environmental health. 

So in 2018 we joined the Environmental Funders Network (EFN) to help guide our giving and it has 

opened the doors to a world of resources and relationships that have informed our donations and 

partnerships over the last few years. Most importantly we had the epiphany that it was an “all hands 

on deck” moment; that we have precious little time left and a woefully underfunded sector.  

A colleague told me then that whatever it is you are doing with your family philanthropy is great – but 

try to set it aside for the next few years, because after that there is no going back for the environment.  

We have taken this advice to heart and have developed our funding strategy to partner with 

organisations to address the interconnected health and environmental issues we face today. Our 

grantees include Pesticide Action Network UK, ClientEarth, Farming the Future, Beaver Trust and the 

Amazon Alliance.  

For us, an important part of this work is to convene and inspire others to join us. We want to help new 

donors map the environmental and community health landscape to better understand these 

interconnected issues. Through this process, we have inadvertently become campaigners - our 

placards calling for a human right to health and climate justice for all. Ultimately, we want to help shift 

more philanthropic funds into the environmental sector to make this happen. 

Let’s be bolder and braver funders. The moment to act is now.  

Hope, love of beauty and the perfection of the natural world are the drivers for me. My mother has a 

love of soil, good food and natural balances. My father feels for the farmers in India driven to poverty 

and suicide by the agrochemical industry. We all have different reasons why we have embraced 

environmental funding. Hope is the positive outcome. What more can we claim than that? 

https://savitri.org.uk/
https://www.greenfunders.org/


 


