
FRACKING
1
: A potential area for funder collaboration? 

(Brief informal notes from informal breakout)  

 

A group of around 8 EFN delegates at the retreat met as a side discussion to discuss 

“Fracking” as an issue, and to consider if it might be an area of common concern where 

funder collaboration could be considered.  This was, in part, inspired by Michelle DePass 

(Assistant Administrator for International and Tribal Affairs at the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency) who – in carefully worded terms - had expressed her 

concerns at the impact of Fracking in the US.  [In questioning the environmental 

credentials of a new technique like this, she suggest asking operations “Who are your 

insurers?] 

 

We commented that the environmental movement is not always strong on campaign 

communication and noted that France has banned Fracking exploration following a focus 

on water pollution (politically France also has a nuclear rather than carbon based energy 

route, so Fracking is of less interest politically).  Matt Phillips provided useful 

information with regard to where Fracking sits in energy potential, and in climate damage 

– gas produced in the UK would simply replace Ukraine and other eastern sources, and 

gas is less damaging than coal.  So coal remains the climate related issue. It would take 

10 yrs from exploration for commercialisation of Fraked gas (the same as offshore wind).  

There is huge commercial pressure from the carbon energy companies to develop new 

sources, and not to see renewable developed........ Beyond this, there are the clear 

pollution threats of Fracking alongside community and countryside disruption. 

We recognised that campaigns against Fracking in the UK have the potential to operate 

quickly and stop development at a very early stage.  We also recognised that as an issue, 

it has wide potential buy-in from funders, covering environmental, social and climate 

concerns.  

 

Individuals from the group discussing could not take on the co-ordination role required – 

but there may be wider interest in EFN?  A Theory of Change would need to be 

developed, preferably with EFN members working as a group, commissioning work from 

NGOs, which might include: research; campaigning; lobbying......  The model of previous 

collaboration around energy has been written up by Matt Phillips (and was largely 

positive).  The Ariadne Network could be used as virtual discussion space to develop the 

idea. 

Peter Macfadyen (acting in a personal capacity)  Jan 24
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“Fracking” is the extraction of methane from underground rocks following drilling and 

explosions to release the gas.  It requires large volumes of water, and extensive use of 

chemicals in the process.  The process has become viable as gas prices have risen, and is 

now very widely being carried out in the US.  Increased environmental concerns are 

arising now that there are significant numbers of operations. There are a small number of 

exploration licences grants in the UK. 
 

 


